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MusicFestivals
Out of
it in
Africa

Images of Africa tend
to focus on nature and
wildlife. Here, Sarah Duff
captures an alternative
side of the continent at
AfrikaBurn, a music event
at the heart of the region’s
emerging festival scene

I

n the heart of South Africa’s
vast, sparsely populated
Karoo region, there’s a farm
surrounded by an empty
horizon. This remote desert
spot is where AfrikaBurn
(afrikaburn.com), a regional
offshoot of the Burning Man
festival in Nevada, takes place each
April/May. It employs the Burning Man
ethos of “leave-no-trace culture” to
create a week-long, surreal temporary
world of art, music, costumes and
performances, and uniquely no money
changes hands as the event runs on a
“gifting economy” basis. AfrikaBurn
began in 2007 with around 1,000
people attending, but by 2014 there
were ten times that number.
The worldwide vogue for music
festivals shows no signs of abating

and Africa – home to the most diverse
sounds on the planet – has finally
joined the party.
In the last decade, dozens of new
events have launched, and last year
saw the introduction of Africa’s first
festival circuit: the Firefest Route,
which includes HIFA (hifa.co.zw) in
Zimbabwe, AZGO (azgofestival.com)
in Mozambique, Sakifo (sakifo.com) in
Réunion and Bushfire (bush-fire.com)
in Swaziland, all of which take place
between April and June.
Big-name bands and DJs from
Europe and the US headline some
events, but many festivals focus on
African performers. Eclectic doesn’t
begin to describe the range of music
you can expect from festivals such as
Sauti Za Busara (busaramusic.org) in
Zanzibar, in February, which offers
Zimbabwean rap-rock, Réunionnais
soul, Senegalese reggae, Tanzanian
rumba and Rwandan pop.
The atmospheric settings of many
of the festivals adds to the music,
from the rolling dunes of the Sahara
for Mali’s festival au désert (festivalau-desert.org) and the palm-fringed
shores of Lake Malawi for the Lake of
Stars (lakeofstars.org) in September, to
the courtyards of Moroccan palaces at
the Fès festival of world sacred music
(fesfestival.com). It’s no wonder a
growing number of festival-goers are
drawn to the rhythms of Africa.
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Atmospheric
settings include
Saharan dunes
and Moroccan
palaces

